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Honorable Robert A. McQuaid, Jr. i b ! ‘
United States Magstrate Judge : S
United States Courthouse USRS THICT L
400 South Virginia Street, Room No. 405 ' -
Reno, Nevada 89501 '

n

LS
i i

Re:  United States of America v. Walker River Irrigation District, In Equity No.
C-125-ECR, Subproceedings C-125-B and C-125-C

Dear Magistrate Judge McQuaid:

On behalf of Mineral County, Nevada, (the County) and the Walker Lake Working
Group (the Working Group) I am writing to provide written notice of the County’s and
Working Group’s withdrawal from the mediation process previously approved by the
Court in the above-referenced proceedings. This written notice 1s being provided
pursuant to Paragraph 2.2 of the Mediation Process Agreement.

As you know, the County and Working Group have been involved in the mediation
process since its inception approximately four years ago and have been actively engaged
in meetings and negotiations with the other mediating parties for over three-and-a-half
years. We have committed extraordinary time and resources to this process during that
time, and it is with regret that we have made the decision to withdraw from the process at
this time. We gratefully acknowledge the exceptional efforts of our mediator, Barbara
Cosens, to move the mediation process forward, and we do not blame any particular party
for the lack of progress.

However, the fact remains that after more than three-and-a-half years of negotiations and
more than four years of being committed to the mediation process, there is no agreement
among the parties on any of the basic issues, such as the appropriate amount of additional
inflows to Walker Lake, a reliable implementation plan for any measures or commitment
to cooperative implementation, or the nature of enforcement and administration required
in the Walker River system. Further, with the exception of a single small one-time
transfer of water from the Mason Valley Wildlife Management Area to the Lake in 2004,
the meditation process has not resulted in any concrete action to benefit Walker Lake on
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even an interim, cr short term, basis to prevent the Lake from dying while this open-
ended process goes on.

Consequently, like the Walker River Pajute Tribe, the County and Working Group have
determined that other processes and activities, which have been constrained by the
mediation process, are crucial to the best interests of the Lake. Accordingly, the County
and Working Group have decided to withdraw from the mediation process at this time,
and to devote our limited resources to those other activities for the time being. The
County and Working Group remain open to future discussions with all of the other parties
to this complex dispute. We believe a comprehensive resolution of the competing claims
for water in the Walker River/Lake basin ultimately will require the cooperation of all the
parties.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or desire any further
explanation.

Sincerely,

= RET

Simeon Herskovits

ce: Please sec attached service list
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SERVICE LIST

Copies of the foregoing letter were sent to the following parties on September 15, 2006:

Barbara Cosens, Esq.
327 East First Street
Moscow, ID 83843

Marta Adams, Esq.
Deputy Attorney General
State of Nevada

100 North Carson Street
Carson City, NV 89701

Allen Biaggi

Director

Nevada Department of Conservation
and Natural Resources

901 South Stewart Street, Suite 5001
Carson City, NV 89706

Susan L. Schnetder, Esq.
Trial Attorney
United States Department of Justice

Environment and Matural Resources Div.

1961 Stout Street, 3% Floor
Denver, CQ 80294

Tom Strekal

Bureau of Indian Affairs
Western Nevada Agency
311 East Washington Street
Carson City, NV 83701

Michael Neville, Esq.

Deputy Attorney General

DOIJ, Office of the Attorney General
455 Golden Gate Avenue, Suite 11000
San Francisco, CA 94102-3664

Wes Williams, Jr., Esq.
P.O. Box 100
Schurz, NV 89427

Erin K.L. Mahaney, Esq.

Office of Chief Counsel

State Water Resources Control Board
1001 1 Street

Sacramento, CA 95814

John Kramer, Esq.

California Department of Water Resources

P.O. Box 942836
Sacramento, CA 94236-0001

John Sarna

California Department of Water Resources

Central District
901 P Street, Suite 313B
Sacramento, CA 95814

Ken Spooner

Walker River Irrigation District
P.O. Box 820

Yerington, NV 89447

Gordon H. DePaoli, Esq.
Dale E. Ferguson, Esq.
Woodburn and Wedge
6100 Neil Road, Suite 500
Reno, NV 89511

Stacey Simon, Esq.

Deputy County Counsel

Mono County

P.O. Box 2415

Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546-2415

Steve Rye, Esq.

Lyon County District Attorney’s Office
31 South Main Street

Yerington, NV 89447

Phyllis Hunnewill

Lyon County Commissioner
27 South Main Street
Yerington, NV 89447



