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December 29, 1994

FEDERAL EXPRE

The Honorable Edward C. Reed
Judge of the District Court
United States District Court
300 Booth Street, Room 1109
Reno, NV 89509-1385

Re:  United States of America v. Walker River Irrigation District, et al.

(In Equity No. C-125s, Subfile No. C-125-B, D.C., District of Nevada

Dear Jucdge Reed:

This firm represents the Walker River Basin Water Users Group
(“WUG"). The WUG is comprised of water users with rights to waters of the
Walker River or members who represent individuals or entities with water
rights from the Walker River system in Nevada and California. The WUG was
formed in order to address in a constructive manner the various issues facing its
members, including, but not limited to, the instream flows within the Walker
River system, the potential for additional water for the Walker River Indian
Reservation, an interstate allocation of waters of the Walker River system
between Nevada and California, and water for Walker Lake.

The WUG has been informed that Mineral County, Nevada has filed a
petition to intervene in the above referenced action, and that a hearing on
matters associated with the action, as well as intervention, has been scheduled
for January 3, 1995. While individuals and entities who are members of the
WUG may be parties to the Decree, the nature of the issues dealt with in Mineral
County’s petition affect the water users as a group as much or more than they
affect them individually. As a consequence, the WUG is considering whether it
should formally petition this Court for permission to intervene in order to
protect the collective interests of its members.
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In this regard, the WUG's purpose would not be to proceed in a
confrontational manner, but, rather, to proceed constructively in addressing the
issues which would be before the Court if Mineral County’s petition is granted.
Constructive participation might include the development of a physical solution
in whic1 the Walker River system is operated in a manner which maximizes the
reasonable beneficial uses of water, including environmental uses of water, and
minimizes any adverse impact on WUG members. The WUG intends to

roceed in various forums to seek reasonable solutions to identified problems.
In light of the petition to intervene and the issues raised by Mineral County,
interverition may, as a practical matter, be the only formal way to become
involved in the issues associated with Walker Lake.

Because I am uncertain of the exact procedures that the Court intends to
employ in dealing with petitions to intervene, I wanted to inform the Court that
the WUG was considering filing a motion to intervene and, if appropriate,
arrange to have the petition heard at the same time as the Mineral County
petition. In the alternative, the WUG would adhere to whatever procedures the
Court might establish for the filing of a petition.

Very truly yours,
M%ﬂ% e
.

Stuart L. Somach
Attorney
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cc Jim Weishaupt
WUG Executive Board
Service List {(attached)
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SERVICE LIST

Shirley A. Smith

Assistant U.S. Attorney

300 Booth Street, Room 2031
Reno, NV 89509

James T. Markle

State Water Resources Control Board
901 P Street

Sacramento, CA 95814

John Kramer

Department of Water Resources
1416 - Sth Street

Sacramento, CA 95814

Richard E. Olson, Jr.
Classen & Olson
P.O. Box 1311
Bishop, CA 93514

Ross E. de Lipkau
P.O. Box 2790
Reno, NV 89505

Gary Stone
290 South Arlington
Reno, NV 89510

Richard R. Greenfield

Department of the Interior

Two North Central Ave., Suite 500
Phoenix, AZ 85004

Western Nevada Agency
Bureau of Indian Affairs
1677 Hot Springs Road
Carson City, NV 897067

Scott McElroy

Greene, Meyer & McElroy
1007 Pearl Street

Boulder, CO 80302

Matthew R. Campbell

McCutchen, Doyle, Brown &
Enersen

Three Embarcadero Center

San Francisco, CA 94111

John P. Lange

Land & Natural Resources
Federal Building DR 3607

999 - 18th Street, Suite 945

Denver, CO 80202

Roger Johnson

State Water Resources Control Board
P.O. Box 2000

Sacramento, CA 95810

Linda Bowman
Vargas & Bartlett
P.O. Box 281
Reno, NV 89504

Mary Hackenbracht

Deputy Attorney General
State of California

2101 Webster St., 15th Floor
Qakland, CA 94612

Treva J. Hearne, Esq.
James Spoo, Esq.

Zeh, Spoo & Associates
450 Marsh Avenue
Reno, NV 89509



